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Abstract
Background: Since May 2022, increasing numbers of monkeypox virus
(MPXV) infections have been reported from across Europe and North America.
Studies, mainly from Africa, have suggested a higher risk for severe MPXV
cases in people living with HIV.
Methods: This was a retrospective study of all confirmed MPXV infections
observed in the participating centres since 19 May 2022. We conducted a chart
review to evaluate clinical characteristics, comorbidities, and coinfections,
including HIV, viral hepatitis, and sexually transmitted infections (STIs).
Results: By 30 June 2022, a total of 546 MPXV infections were reported from
42 German centres. All patients were men who have sex with men (MSM), of
whom 256 (46.9%) were living with HIV, mostly with a preserved immune sys-
tem and with viral suppression. In total, 232 (42.5%) MSM were also taking
HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and 58 (10.6%) MSM had no known HIV
infection or PrEP use. The median age was 39 years (range 20–67), and comor-
bidities were rare. However, 52.4% and 29.4% of all patients had been diag-
nosed with at least one STI within the last 6 months or within the last
4 weeks, respectively. The most frequent localizations of MPXV infection were
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